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is, "Nergal, protect the king"), and had probably
been executed by him or upon his order. He now
became king of Babylon, and had likewise a brief
reign (559-556 B. C.). He was an influential man
long before the death of Nebuchadrezzar. He it
was, probably, who appeared at Jerusalem during
the war of Nebuchadrezzar,1 holding the office of
rdb-mag, and engaging in important diplomatic
duties. His family was influential in business af-
fairs, as the numerous contract tablets2 from that
period abundantly testify. Whatever his origin
may have been, he had at least the station, or
the power, to gain the hand of Nebuchadrezzar's
daughter in marriage. In his most important in-
scription ' he chills his father Bel-shuin-ishkun, of
whom nothing is known. So far as his ability
would permit he followed in all things the exam-
ple of the great king who had made the empire ;
his inscriptions even being in a similar style. His
pride, likewise, was in the adornment and the in-
crease of Babylon, and his first concern was to
beautify the temple E-sagila. Before its doors had
stood great bronze dragons, to warn away the evil;
these he covered with silver. The temple E-zida of
Borsippa he also decorated and beautified. In these

1 Jer. xxxix, 3.

2 See, for example, Strassmaier, IwseMften von Nabuchodonosor, Konig
von JBa&ylon, No. 83, p. 53 (translated by Peiaer, Keilimchrifl .#?&?, iv, p.
187, No. x); No. 266, pp. 159, 160 (translated by Pciser, o$ cit, p. 195,
No. xxiv)

3 The Kipley Cylinder, published by Budge, Proceedings of the Society of
Biblical ArcJweology, x, part 3 (translated by Bezold, KedwuicMft. JBibl,
U, part 2, 77, ff.)>